Unity
Fr. Theodore Kontidis
In the messages presented to us in Vassula Ryden's books, the theme of Christian unity is a major and central one. But it is also a complex and sensitive issue, which quickly leads to disagreements and confrontations. What we mean by unity of Christians and the Church divides even the official Christian communities. That is why one of the major difficulties encountered by the messages communicated by Vassula concerns the issue of unity.  
This is clear in Greece, but it applies more broadly. A large number of Christians and local Churches do not want Christian unity. For some, unity means confusion in matters of faith and Christian life: we lump together right and wrong and distort the authentic faith we received from the apostles and the Gospel. Others see the word ecumenism as a new religion with elements from every tradition and faith. Others believe that communication with other Christians corrupts tradition and is a bad influence. Many still believe that if other Christians are interested in us, we must call them to conversion; that is, let them convert and accept our own true faith. We understand that under these conditions, Vassula's message is viewed negatively. 
I would like to highlight some messages that have been important to me, but which I think are also important in general.  
The first is the one with three iron rods, or three iron nails, which must bend so that one head can approach the other. Initially, they are rigid. But they must soften through humility, lowering their egos in order to unite.
This message and command are addressed to all three Christian denominations. They all appear harsh and uncompromising. They all need humility; they all lack humility and have an excess of harshness. This provokes reactions because many say, "Are we all the same? Of course not!" But here it refers to pride, to behavior, not to the theology of the three denominations or the three Traditions. 
Orthodox, Catholics, and Protestants, each of these traditions claims to be on the right evangelical path and that the others are wrong if they differ. But there are also common points that unite us. If we set aside harshness and arrogance, we can understand a lot from others. Sometimes we realize that not every difference is reprehensible and unacceptable because we recognize other correct Christian traditions. Sometimes the other person's perception complements our own. Certainly, there are disagreements since we do not listen to others and do not want to agree with them in case we find ourselves in the wrong. It is harshness born of insecurity. But if we were humble and patient, we would have a better brotherly relationship. 
The second one is the two sticks. On one stick is written "my house of the East" and on the other "my house of the West."  God joins these two into one stick. This is an image from the vision of the prophet Ezekiel, chapter 37:16-19. The image initially reminded me of something biblical, but I couldn't recall what or where exactly. It took me a while to find it, and I did so by looking up the word "stick" in a biblical dictionary.  The message is a variation of the biblical words of the unity that God foretells for his people Israel when they were divided into the kingdom of the north (Israel) and the south (Judah). 
Then there is Christ's response: "You all belong to me! Orthodox! Catholics! Protestants!" In other words, the believer who truly loves Christ seeks the truth of the gospel, strives and struggles to live a Christian life in accordance with God's commandments, believes in Christ and the Gospel, even if he/she has shortcomings and is ignorant of the truths of the faith; belongs to Christ, even though his/her knowledge or faith is incomplete. However, the intention and love is sincere. 
With the above in mind, anyone can accept and say that my tradition is the most authentic, but that others, even if they have shortcomings, belong to Christ.  Perhaps some are even closer to Christ than I am, despite my correct tradition, because they have greater love for Christ and their neighbor, with more generosity, and greater piety. Christ seems to consider the tax collector superior to the Pharisee, even though the Pharisee knows his religion better, observes the formal rules, but lacks something more fundamental, which is an understanding of God's mercy. 
Yet, there are also cases where Christ appears to ask for conversion:
We also see some reactions or protests from Christ: "Why are you abolishing My Perpetual Sacrifice?" (cf. TLIG Message, January 30, 1989) He is referring to the Holy Communion and seems to be addressing the Protestants. Why does He call the sacrifice of the cross perpetual? This was on my mind; I also asked Vassula, but I found the expression in official Catholic liturgical texts: Sacrificium Perennis. 
Or even the words of Christ which state that ‘Your country (meaning Greece)’ is in a state of lethargy regarding the issue and the need for Christian unity. I don't know which English word was translated as "lethargy." These are harsh words, but we must acknowledge that they are true. 
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